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Visual art, music, writing and photography fuel the creative spirit of York. Behind these art 
forms are emerging artists with remarkable stories to tell. Discover what makes York’s art 
community stand out by getting to know the talented individuals emerging as the next 
generation of creative leaders in York.  
 
 
Name: C. (Cody) Kilburn  
Age: 23 
 
Singer, songwriter and guitarist C. (Cody) Kilburn’s mischievous childhood is to thank for 
his interest in music. Getting grounded a lot gave him plenty of time to pick up his father’s 
guitar and embrace his natural urge to write music. Most of his music is inspired by pain 
and his journey through recovery from heroin and alcoholism. As he worked to end his 
addiction, he realized that he could use his music to help others who were struggling. “I 
play music to share the message of hope,” Cody says. “I want to reach out to people to 
help them. I'm sure this is why I am here.”  
 
Cody enjoys creating in York because York has a strong sense of unity. “I was welcomed 
in and introduced to amazing people when I was young, which introduced me to playing 
gigs and whatnot,” he says.  
 
Cody’s favorite work of art created so far is the EP he made during his journey through his 
first year of sobriety, but he feels his greatest pieces are still yet to come. Cody is currently 
saving money to record with musicians he’s played with across the country.  
 
 Also through life experience it gave me more purpose.  
 
 
Find C. Kilburn:  
 
Spotify: C. Kilburn 
Bandcamp: C. Kilburn 
SoundCloud: water for breathing 
Facebook: C. Kilburn 



 
Name: Brandi LM (Brandi L. Mummert)  
Age: 22 
 
Brandi LM is a rock ‘n’ roll-influenced singer, songwriter, guitarist, radio show host 
Professional Writing and Music Industry honors student at York College and radio host. 
Her unshakeable urge to write and perform began as a toddler; she and her father would 
improv sing and dance more than they walked and talked around the house. She’s now 
written lyrics to more than 600 songs and taught herself guitar to complement those lyrics. 
Suffering from life-long anxiety, depression, insomnia and eating disorders, music began 
her reason to persevere.  
 
Brandi loves creating in York because the artists here support one another. “In other 
areas, it’s all competition,” she says. “Here, each artist is ready to collaborate and 
sincerely happy when another creative’s work takes off.” She believes her best work of art 
is yet to be created, but so far, she likes her songs “Skin,” “Hearts and the Lottery” and 
“Couch.”  
 
In the future, she plans to keep a band together long enough that she can dance and 
interact with the crowd instead of being glued to the mic with her guitar. Overall, she 
hopes to travel and share her music with others in hopes that people will be able to use it 
as an outlet and therapy as she does. “I don’t need to make it big — I just want to have 
enough influence and stability to give back to those who don’t have a voice — especially 
children and animals.”  
 
Find Brandi LM:  
  
Website: Brandi LM.com (for YouTube, SoundCloud, Portfolio, and more) 
Instagram: BrandiLMmusic 
Facebook: BrandiLMmusic 
88.1 FM WVYC  Radio 
106.1 Community Radio 
Culture and Main 
 
Name: Eli Weary 
Age: 15 
 
Eli Weary is a soulful singer-songwriter and guitarist. As a member of his family’s nonprofit 



organization, Weary Arts Group, it’s safe to say that Eli Weary was raised in an artistic 
household. “It’s been a part of my life for as long as I could remember,” Eli explains. “My 
first time in a professional setting was on the theatrical stage, and that is where I have 
grown majorly as an artist.” The arts are his life, and he can’t imagine doing anything else. 
“I spend every day and night immersed in many forms of music and dance,” he says.   
 
York’s music scene gave Eli the opportunity to play at diverse venues. “To be impacted by 
different styles changed me as an artist,” he says. He hopes to see more participation in 
open mics and karaoke. “It’s not all about talent,” he says. “It’s about having fun, facing 
fears and feeling better about it in the end.”   
 
Eli’s greatest work of art so far is his song “When I’m Alone.” “That is the piece that has 
spoken to the most people, and that is the goal of my music.”  
 
Find Eli Weary:  
Weary Arts Group  
Album “The Storm After the Sun,” due to release this summer 
 
 
Name: Amanda Steever 
Age: 25 
 
Amanda Steever is a songwriter, vocalist and guitarist. She discovered the albums and the 
artists that inspired her to make her own music when she was 17. “For the next two years, 
I sang in someone else’s band, while writing my own lyrics to little melodies in my head,” 
Amanda says. “That band breaking up was the catalyst I needed to learn guitar. I spent 
the next year holed up doing just that and writing my first songs.”  
 
Amanda never imagined that she would live in York, but she is happy to be a part of the 
growing music community. “I wasn’t aware upon moving here the significance placed on 
the arts and music culture,” she says.  
 
Amanda is now recording songs for her first record. “This is something I’ve wanted for a 
long time, and it’s going to be great!” she says. “I hope to grow and prosper in a way that 
makes more artists want to live and make their art here with the love and support from the 
existing community.” 
 
Find Amanda Steever:  



 
Bandcamp: babybrains.bandcamp.com 
Facebook: babybrainsband  
Instagram: babybrainz 
 
Name: John Wisniewski (MadLover) 
Age: 20 
 
John Wisniewski (MadLover)’s rap career began in ninth grade when he wrote poetry to 
impress girls. “Eventually, one of them said it sounded more like a rap than poetry, and the 
rest was history,” he explains.  
 
John says he likes York’s art scene because it offers plenty of outlets to showcase artists 
and many people who are willing to help with creative ideas. “There are so many talented 
people here in York, and everyone is very supportive, especially at AK Beatz.” (link: 
http://www.akbeatz.com) Whether they are musicians, photographers or designers in 
York, they all feed off the energy of one another. I would like the York artist community to 
host more open mics and concerts allowing York artists to play their music.”  
 
His single “Fade Away” is the greatest work of art because it’s the first song that many 
people heard and enjoyed. “It gave me the motivation to continue to do music because I 
realized that people actually enjoyed what I made,” John says.  
 
In the future, “I really just want to connect with people; that’s what I love to do. Just sit 
down and feel something and hope that it makes someone else feel the same way I do. I 
want people to experience what I feel when I make a song. I am still finding myself as an 
artist and as a person, and I want people to see that growth through my music and maybe 
it will help them grow as well. I also want to work with other people who have as much 
passion as I do for the art.”  
 
 
Find Mad Lover: 
 
Instagram, Twitter, Facebook, and Vimeo: @thatboywizz 
 
 
 
 



 
Writing  
 
Name: Lizz Dawson   
Age: 24 
 
Blogger, poet, creative writer and York College graduate Lizz Dawson’s interest in writing 
began in first grade. “I’ve been reading excessively and writing really awful poetry and mini-
books since about first grade,” she says. “The more books that I read, the more enthralled 
and affected I was with words. And then it was more of a compulsion than a conscious 
choice to start writing my own stuff.”  
 
With her involvement in the downtown York community, she recognizes that “all the love in 
the downtown York community is unbelievable. It’s a small pond of these shockingly 
talented, bright people, and there’s always encouragement and support,” she explains. 
“There are a few open mics that I’d really love to see or start some sort of workshop for 
writers to meet and share and revise work.”  
 
Lizz has an attachment to everything she writes, but the one with the most significance to 
her is “Badfish.” “It’s a piece about the suicide of my ex-boyfriend,” she says. “It’s 
important because of the subject, but also because I wrote and revised it for years. I 
watched it mature and improve as I got more and more distance from the situation, almost 
as if it progressed alongside of me.”  
 
In the future, “My dream is to publish books (that actually sell!): memoirs, essay books, 
poetry books,” Lizz says. “But what I truly want is to be recognized not just as a great 
writer, but as a woman whose writing helps people.  
 
“There are so many books and poems that saved my life, and I have this desire to give that 
back to the world, to write the book that someone needs to read that brings them out of 
the dark, I’d also love to teach creative writing one day, whether it be in a college setting or 
in workshops or to kids.”  

 
Find Lizz Dawson:  
 
Blog: toourdepths.com  
Medium page: https://medium.com/@toourdepths.  
Poetry and creative nonfiction: the green York Review’s around town.  



   The York Review is York College’s Literary Magazine that features 
creative fiction and nonfiction, poetry, art and photography from both York’s students and 
members of York and York County.  
 
 
Visual Art  
 

Graphic Design  
  
Name: Cody Bannon 
Age: 23 
 
 
As a 2015 York College Appell Arts Fellow, Cody Bannon is a graphic design artist and 
printmaker who breaks tradition by carving unconventional materials and printing in mixed 
media. Cody is fascinated by typography and letters themselves as well as working on 
cars as a hobby. “I have been integrating them together since my junior year of undergrad 
at York College,” Cody says. “Soon I will be exploring this [integration] even further.”  
 
Although he wasn’t a York native, the Appell Arts Fellowship was a huge break for him to 
relocate to the York area for college and to stay here after graduation. “Without that 
opportunity alone, I would have never been introduced to the large web of artists in this 
area that are super welcoming to new practicing artists regardless of their style or 
medium,” Cody says. “The network of local artists is so welcoming; that is what makes 
putting down roots in York so comfortable. There is always someone willing to just simply 
talk about creativity in this area, and it makes artists want to collaborate and bounce ideas 
off of each other pertaining to their work.” 
 
He hopes that in the future, surrounding communities will have “swap” exhibitions for 
artists to show their work in another artist’s gallery or space in another town in return for 
them showing their work here. “This would help the York community expand its outreach, 
bring a whole new group of people from outside the area to the city and increase the 
exposure of the York arts culture,” Cody explains.  
 
His greatest creation is his current body of work as a whole. “I am typically very detail-
oriented with planning my work ahead of time and taking precise steps to get to an end 
goal,” Cody says. His newest work “was all about experimentation and letting go of 
control.”  



 
“I would like to continue my studies with typography and nontraditional printing methods 
for the purpose of aesthetics,” he says. “Lately, there has been so much art derived 
around politics and pushing that boundary of uncomfortable subject matter that I want to 
bring out ‘Art for Art’s Sake.’” 
 
Find Cody Bannon:  
  
Solo exhibition: June 8–July 7 at the York College Galleries in Wolf Hall and at Marketview 
Arts  
Website: codybannon.com  
  
 
Painting  
 
Name: Hannah E. K. Eberly 
Age: 25 
  
Hannah E. K. Eberly is a visual artist who specializes in painting. Her career began during a 
childhood that surrounded her by her family of 10 in the backseat of a 12-passenger van. 
“I started painting people, and still do today. I believe that people are the most beautiful 
creation, since we are made in the image of God,” Hannah says. “And if I believe in the 
quote ‘art for beauty’s sake,’ then people are what I will paint.” 
 
Hannah’s home in York’s art scene connects her to the people she commits herself to 
serving. “[They’re] the people that I want to help flourish through the realization of their 
beauty in Christ,” she says. “Also, York has the coolest people. The ladies from the HIVE 
artspace are so welcoming to everyone. Rita [Whitney] is super affable; Brenda 
[Wintermyer] is a great mentor. I could go on and on affirming so many great people who 
have impacted me as an artist in York. 
  
“I'd love to see the York artist community share the beauty of art intentionally with the 
people of the city who are most hurting and most run down by the culture of a violent and 
revengeful life. It would be my hope that the beauty of art could impact the hearts of the 
hurting here in York city.” 
 
Hannah’s greatest piece is either her very first or her latest portrait. “My first because it 
was then that I formed the concept that I carry to this day,” she explains. “My latest 



portrait because it represents who I am as an artist most accurately today.”  
 
Her highest goal is for people to see how beautiful and creative they truly are. “I often 
express this through the color and design of the background and halo around my clients.”  
 
Find Hannah E. K. Eberly 
 
  
Website: HannahEKEberly.com 
  
Facebook: facebook.com/hekeportraiture 
  
Instagram: hekeberlyportraits 
 
 
 
Written by Brandi L. Mummert for YRK Magazine 
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